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Florence’s
Police Chief
steps down

Florence’s police de-
partment experienced a
change in command Feb.
23 as Tim Bell stepped
down as police chief.

Florence City Manag-
er Tom Piltingsrud stated
that Bell asked to step
down as chief and that the
change in command was
effective Feb. 23.

Lt. Mike Ingle will be * [{

taking over duties as act-
ing chief.

Bell will remain with
department serving as a
patrol officer.

City Manager Tom
Piltingsrud stated it will
probably be a couple
months before the chief’s
position is filled. Cur-
reritly, the city has two
other positions in the de-
partment that need to be
filled.

Piltingsrud wants to fill
those positions first, make
sure the officer have their
FTO training and make
sure he is comfortable
with the new hires.

“I didn’t want to hurry
the issue,” he said.

Bell became chief in
August 2007.
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FLORENCE'’S SPECIAL OLYMPIANS Florence ngh School’s special Olymplans
and their coaches gather after a pep assembly Feb. 23 where they and the school's
wrestlers were honored for their achievements. Pictured are Special Olympic
Student Coach Alma Swift, front, Special Olympian Tianna Lain, second row from
left, Special Olympian Michael Perkins, Student Coach Amanda Roberts, Coach
Bruce Tedrow, Student Coach Andy Morgan, back row from left, Student Coach
Danny Daffron and Special Olympian Josh Jaquez. Not pictured are Coach Theresa
Jordan and Special Olympians Adrian Yanez and Kayla Kesslar. The school's
special Olympic team competed in snowshoeing on Feb. 21 in Glenwood Springs.
Jaquez eamed a red and blue ribbon, Lain received two red ribbons, Perkins won
a blue and red ribbon and Kesslar received two blue ribbons. (Citizen staff photo
by Michelle Marriott)

Colorado Springs Utilities begins work
to honor commitments for River Park

By Michelle Marriott
Citizen staff writer

In a week of being
granted a special review
use permit for the South-
ern  Delivery System,
with conditions, Colo-
rado Springs Utilities has
already started working
to meet its commitments
to the City of Florence.

If the Southern De-
livery System is built in
Fremont County water
would be pumped from
the Arkansas River at a
pump station across the
river from the Florence
River Park. One condi-
tion commissioners spec-
ified when granting the
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Water line construction
may start in mid-March

The Florence City
Council has awarded a
bid for the first phase
of the Main Street water
main replacement proj-
ect, which is scheduled
to start and be complet-
ed this spring.

On Feb. 17 during
its regular meeting, the
council awarded K.R.
Swerdfeger Construc-
tion, Inc. a bid in the
amount of $551,161
and granted approval to
proceed contingent on
the company having the
required security bonds,
providing proof of li-
ability insurance and
signing a contract with
the city.

When the company’s
representatives receive
notice to proceed with
the project they will
probably start ordering
any materials they need,
City Manager Tom Pilt-
ingsrud said. While he
is not sure of an exact
date when work will be-
gin, Piltingsrud guessed
that mid March would
be the earliest work
would start. There may

also be some survey and
other prep work that
needs to be completed
before crews can start,
he added.

The first phase of this
project will involve the
installation of a new
water main beneath
Main Street from Pikes
Peak Avenue west to the
railroad tracks. The new
main will replace the
old iron main that was
installed over a century
ago.

The first phase of the
water main project will
be divided into stages
with the first stage re-
placing the main be-
tween Pikes Peak and
Santa Fe Avenue. In the
project’s second stage,
work will be conducted
between Santa Fe Av-
enue and the railroad
tracks.

During the installa-
tion process, the section
of the street where work
is being performed will
be closed to traffic and
traffic will be detoured
down second street and
back to the highway.

permit was that Colorado ty. In the letter, Fredell flags in the park marking
Springs Utilities must states Southern Delivery where the trail and vari-
provide documentation System participants will ous amenities could be
to the City of Florence work with Florence to de- located. A surveyor then
regarding its commitment sign the pump station at went through the park to
to improve the Florence the Lester Attebury Ditch record the GPS location
River Park. to fit in with its surround- of each flag.

Once the permit was ings. River Park improve- One amenity the South-
approved, Southern De- ments In the letter Fredell ern Delivery System par-
livery System Project commitstoinclude South- ticipants plan to construct

Director John Fredell
delivered a letter to Flor-
ence City Manager Tom
Piltingsrud stating Colo-
rado Springs Utilities in-
tentions to work with the
City of Florence regard-
ing the pump station’s
design and to improve the
river park if the project is
built in Fremont Coun-

ern Delivery System par-
ticipants paying for the
design and construction
ofkey park amenities, im-
proving the park’s trails
and restoring the park’s
native ecosystem.

Since the letter was de-
livered, individuals work-
ing for Colorado Springs
Utilities have put out

is a boat chute. Others be-
ing considered include a
bridge over the wetlands
and a platform overlook-
ing the wetlands.

The special review
use permit and its contin-
gencies are available for
viewing on the county’s
Web site at www.fre-
montco.com.

Council sets closing date on Center sale

By Michelle Marriott
Citizen staff writer

The Florence City
Council set a tentative
closing date at its March
2 meeting to finalize the
sale of the Florence Se-
nior Center.

At 6 pm. April 6 in
the Florence city coun-
cil chambers Mayor Bart

Hall and Florence Senior
Citizen Coinecil an Ao-

ing President Richard Ja-
cobson will meet to close
the city’s sale of the old
railroad depot building to
the senior citizen council.
Prior to setting a tentative
closing date, the council
on second reading ap-
proved ordinance 4-2009,
approving the sale of the
building. Councilman Joe
Caruso cast the only dis-

eenting vnte acainet thic

ordinance.

In other business, the
council approved a task
order to allow TEC, an
engineering company the
city contracts with, to de-
velop designs for two new
disinfection clear wells to
replace the city’s current
clear wells. The cost for
the-services provided by
TEC for this project will
he €73 400

City Manager Tom
Piltingsrud stated he hand
delivered a letter to the
mayors of Coal Creek,
Rockvale and Williams-
burg discussing the proj-
ect since there was not
a regional water meet-
ing because of another
presentation the mayors
were attending. The let-
ter asked for comment on
(Continned an naoce Q)

SURVEY WORK A surveyor. W|th Colorado Spnngs
Utilities, Jeff Jones, records the GPS location of a
stake marking where a park amenity could be located.
if the Southern Delivery System is built through
Fremont County Colorado Springs Utilities and other
participants in the project have committed to improving
the Florence River Park and working with the city of
Florence on the design of the pump station located

across the river from the park. (Citizen staff photo by
Michallae Marrintt)



